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 Japanese culture has many unique aspects, such as characters, beliefs, and values. Among various Japanese 
cultures, the game is popular among the young generation. In the 1970s, against the backdrop of rapid 

economic growth, electronic technologies such as computers and electronic music were fostered. These 
technologies are still the foundation of today's game and anime culture, such as Pokémon and NARUTO. 

Let us introduce some equipment in 
Japanese game arcades where you can 
experience this kind of culture. First of all, 
the game shown below is called Taiko no 
Tatsujin. In this game, you beat the taiko 
drum with a bachi to the rhythm.

The author is currently addicted to a 
washing machine-type game called 
Maimai (see photo below), in which you 
tap buttons to the rhythm. These games 
belong to a genre called "sound games," 
and when you are in a game center, you 
often encounter people with 
tremendous skills who can process 
information in a way that ordinary 
people cannot follow with their eyes.

The game below is Mario Kart, a racing 
game featuring characters from Super 
Mario Bros.

Gacha machines shown below can also be used 
to obtain mascot characters and other items.

UFO Catcher is a game to get cute 
Pokémon goods by arm in the box 
shown below, but it is easier to lose 
money than in other games. The author 
spent 1,800 yen to get Mimikyu, a 
Pokémon character, with the help of a 
game center staff.
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All in all, game arcades are attractive facilities where you can enjoy 

relatively healthy and unrealistic experiences for as little as 100 yen, but be 
careful not to get into them too much or spend too much money.

Issue 5 5 Thursday, July 13th






